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years. As a matter of fact, within a very short time, Mr, Man Mohan
Ghosh had sorrowfully to confess at a meeting of the Association
called for the purpose of hearing an account of the mission, that in
spite of the advice they had received, the delegates had found it very
difficult to keep clear of party politics. They had discovered that it
was impossible in a country constituted like England to obtain a
hearing on any political question unless one appealed through the
medium of one party or another, and that they could only look to
the Liberals for redress of the country's wrongs, and to the Liberal
constituencies for sending to Parliament men who would be in
sympathy with the views of New India.
Indian questions have never become party questions in the strict
sense of the term, but it cannot be disputed that the impetus to
reform has, with few exceptions, come from Liberal statesmen. If
their party generally could have been induced to take a keener and
more intelligent interest in Indian problems and to include them in
their programme, our political progress would certainly have been
much quicker. But it would be too much to expect the average stay-
at-home Englishman to bother his head about questions affecting
subject races six thousand miles away, particularly when he has placed
them in the capable hands of a " Heavenborn Service," which claims
to have made the interests of the dumb millions entirely its own.
The results of these determined efforts of Indian, political associa-
tions to gain the ear of the British public were distinctly interesting
and suggestive. So far as the elections went, the hopes of this
country were rudely shattered. The electors generally went to the
polls without troubling their heads about India and her champions,
with the result that those whose candidature had been recommended
by Indian leaders failed to get in, while those whose views on Indian
problems had been condemned found themselves successful! From
the point of view, however, of interesting the stolid Briton in the
affairs of this country, the mission achieved some measure of success.
It distributed a large number of pamphlets on die questions of the
day, and secured a hearing from some thousands of people ia
England, who promised a sympathetic consideration of Indian psro-
blenas in the future. As Pherozeshah observed, if die delegates had
not set the Thames on fire, they had certainly kindled a spark in die